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ARAPAHOE WATER AND 
WASTEWATER AUTHORITY

Our Shared Future

ACWWA Is…

• A not-for-profit, quasi-governmental 
agency

• Tasked to efficiently serve customers
• Committed to water and energy 

conservation and environmental 
stewardship

ACWWA Service Area Dedicated to Excellence

Environmental 
Management 
System Silver Award

2008 Xcel Energy Colorado Energy 
Efficiency Award

Colorado State 
approved water 
conservation plan

2005-08 Government Finance 
Officer’s Distinguished Budget 
Presentation AwardAA- Bond Rating

What is ACWWA doing to protect 
the health of my family and the 

value of my home?

Steps ACWWA Is Taking

1. Developing long-term, reliable water sources
2. Developing  a system that provides customers 

with:
– High-quality drinking water
– Environmentally friendly and efficient wastewater 

services
3. Helping keep costs down through conservation

Let’s talk about each of these steps
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#1: Developing Long-Term, Reliable 
Water Sources

• Reliable water supplies protect 
home/business values

• Need to meet the demands of our growing 
service area

Groundwater Sources Will Eventually 
Deplete

Financial Implications Of Buying 
Renewable Water

• Raw water costs have doubled or tripled 
in the past 10 years

• Save many millions of dollars in the 
future as supplies dwindle and 
acquisition costs continue to rise

Needs Becoming Reality

• ACWWA is currently in negotiations for 
acquiring water in partnership with ECCV

• Total cost of ~$150 million

Why Should We Spend This Money 
Now?

• Future water prices are easier to predict
• Guarantees a reliable future supply
• Utilizes full capacity of the PID (Public 

Improvement District)
• ACWWA may have excess

water for others to
lease until needed

#2: System Development

• Lone Tree Creek Water Reuse Facility
• Joint Water Purification Plant (JWPP)
• Non-potable system
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Lone Tree Creek Water Reuse Facility

• State of the art technology
• All operators are State certified
• Pretreatment program reduces 

treatment costs

Lone Tree Creek Water Reuse Facility 
Saves Money

• Cleans wastewater to high levels
– Can be reused for non-potable purposes
– Water returned to Cherry Creek is much 

cleaner than stream water
• EPA and CDPHE compliant
• Designed to easily expand

to accommodate future
needs

Joint Water Purification Plant (JWPP)

Joint Water Purification Plant (JWPP)

• Bottled water quality from your 
tap!
– Reverse osmosis system

• Eliminates nearly everything from your 
water

– Eliminates emerging contaminants

The Highest Quality Water Available

• Reduces consumer need to 
purchase or produce high-
quality water for personal or 
industrial uses
– Reduces plastic bottles from 

landfills

• Designed to easily expand to 
accommodate future needs 
without major additional costs
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Non-Potable System

• Dual system replaces potable water use with 
reuse water for irrigation
– Uses treated water from Lone Tree Creek Reuse 

Facility
– Piped out to customers on separate water system

#3: Conservation Will Keep Rates 
Lower

• Why is conservation important?
– Reduces ACWWA’s need to upsize infrastructure 

for high-peak use

• Tiered water rates help low-water users
• New program will help customers conserve 

water through education and support

Water Is Still a Bargain

• In 2009, an average ACWWA customer pays:
– $50.63/mo. for water = $0.42 person/day
– $34.60/mo. for wastewater = $0.29 person/day

• Combined water and
sewer bill averages <2% of 
household income

2010 Water Fees

• Public hearing will be held on November 12th

• Board will vote on rate adjustments

• Predictable future water prices
• Reliable future supplies
• Smart infrastructure development
• Water reuse system (non-potable)
• Water conservation program

BOTTOM LINE: ACWWA is keeping costs as low as 
possible while providing long-term, reliable, 
high quality water services to its customers.

ACWWA’s Plans for the Future

QUESTIONS?


